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Partnership in ministry 

 
• What is your spiritual life (your life of discipleship) all about? 

• What is its focus or purpose? 
• You might answer that question in any number of very appropriate ways. 

• For example… “The focus of my discipleship is obeying the two great commandments… The focus 
of my discipleship is being led by the Spirit of God…” 

• Would you please explore with me a particular focus for Christian discipleship that we meet in this 
reading in Philippians chapter 1. 

• As the apostle rejoices in the faith of the Philippians, twice in these verses he speaks about the day 
of Christ. 

• He sees Christian existence in the present heading towards the day of Christ. 
• I wonder whether you think much about the day of Christ. 

• We don’t know when the day of Christ is coming. 
• But the New Testament speaks about it very often. 
• The conclusion of history as we know it 
• The day when Jesus Christ returns as Lord and Judge 
• The day which will usher in the life of the age to come 

• It may be that you think of that coming day with fear and apprehension. 
• Perhaps it stirs up thoughts of judgement and condemnation. 
• Whenever I get troubled about this, I turn to some other words of Paul— Romans 8.1. 

• Besides, I want to suggest that being accountable to our Master is a very positive thing. 
• Illustration: “She never marks my work.” 
• For followers of Jesus, to know that the day of Christ is coming— that great day of giving 

account— this assures us that we matter to him. 
• The way we live now, the decisions that we make, matter to him. 

• So Christian life now is lived in the light of the day of Christ that is coming. 
• We see this same principle at work in all kinds of ways in our lives. 

• That is, what you expect in the future shapes what you do today. 
• The exams that are months off… the wedding or the birth of a baby expected several months off… 

the retirement that you're planning for even a few years off…— these expected future events 
influence how you behave today. 

• Even the knowledge that the weekend is coming helps people to persevere through a difficult or 
tedious week at work! 

• What about the coming day of Christ? 
• What does it mean for Christ’s people to live now in the light of that coming day? 
• That’s what Paul speaks about here in Philippians 1. 
• He tells the Philippians how he prays for them, in the light of the coming day of Christ. 

• Once again I say: for those who trust in JC this is not a day of fear! 
• But, when the Lord comes, we want to meet him with joy, not shame. 
• As Paul puts it here, we want to be “pure and blameless…” 

• Shortly I want to look with you at how the apostle prays for his dear friends at Philippi, in the light of 
the coming day of Christ. 

 



 2 

1. Partnership 
• Before we get to that, please notice with me how he speaks about his relationship with the Philippians, 

their partnership together. 
• I hope that today might be the start of a partnership for you and me. 
• In this reading we see a beautiful model. 
• READ 3–6 

• Did this great apostle really need help and support? 
• Yes, he did! 
• He was so thankful for the partnership of these believers in the gospel. 
• Later in the letter he speaks about the gifts that they sent him, and how enormously helpful and 

encouraging those were. 
• We also see here his warm heart for those people. 

• READ 7–8 
• This man Paul was very busy and ambitious in the cause of Christ. 

• He worked with great energy and courage. 
• But he cared deeply about people! He valued these fellow-believers enormously. 
• Verse 8 

• What a great work God worked in the lives of those Philippians! 
• It would not have been easy for them to follow Jesus. 
• Paul, their apostle, was in prison! 
• But they were loyal partners to him. 
• He thanked God for them and their partnership! 
• God was working in their lives. 

• I hope that you and I may be partners in the work of the gospel at St George Hospital. 
• I am not the apostle Paul! 
• But partnership in the service of JC is a great blessing. 

 
2. Prayer 
• Now let’s come back to what I started with. 

• Paul tells these Christian friends what he prays for them. 
• His prayer looks to that coming day of Christ. 
• READ 9–11 

• Do you find it hard to know what to pray for your fellow-Christians? 
• Will I just ask God to bless them? Should I pray something more than that? How do I pray for them 

in difficult times? 
• We have great models of prayer in the Bible, and not least from this man Paul. 

• In this prayer he prays for three things for them: love, knowledge, insight. 
• What an excellent combination these three things are! 

• We know love is at the heart of Christian life. 
• We come into God’s family only through his love in the Saviour. 
• And the Bible teaches God’s children to be like our heavenly Father in this way. 
• Ephesians 5.1–2: “Follow God’s example… as dearly loved children and walk in the way of 

love…” 
• But love needs direction. 

• Love needs to be wise. 
• How do you love the person who stops you on the street and asks you for money? 
• How do you love your work colleague who gossips? 
• How do you love your family member who is making bad choices? 

• Paul prays for his friends: “that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of 
insight…” 

• Love wants to give the best to the other person. 
• Knowledge and insight help to see how to do that. 
• Knowledge and insight help us to love wisely. 
• Without them love could be sentimental and foolish. 

• So, how does the apostle in his prayer expect that love, knowledge and insight will help the Philippians? 
• 10— “so that you may be able to discern what is best…” 
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• How important it is to discern what is best! 
• We face many choices every day— in the little details of everyday life, and in the big issues of our 

lives. 
• How to use our time or money… how to do the best for our children or parents… how to approach 

a difficult conversation… 
• How do I know what is best? 
• Love, knowledge and insight will help us to discern what is best. 

• The ultimate goal is that God’s people want to be pure and blameless for the day of Christ. 
• This is what Paul looks ahead to as he prays for his friends. 
• Growing in love, knowledge and insight… so that you may be able to discern what is best… and 

may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ. 
• Now of course when we pray we look to God to work. 

• But that does not give us permission to be passive or lazy. 
• Are there things that we can do ourselves as we pray this? 
• Can we help to answer our own prayer? 
• In other words, can we do something to grow in love, knowledge and insight? 

• Well, I would just remind you of some of the ways that God has provided for us to grow in godliness. 
• I’m thinking here of the Scriptures, which teach us to grow in love, knowledge and insight. 
• I’m thinking of the opportunities we have in God’s family to learn from other Christians how to 

grow in love, knowledge and insight. 
• And in all of this we can strive to follow the leading and teaching of the HS. 

• But please notice in all of this where Paul puts his confidence. 
• How can they be confident they will keep faithful until the day of Christ? 
• Can you be sure? 
• We can be weak and fearful and unfaithful. 
• Verse 6 

• Paul puts his confidence on the work of God in his people. 
• It’s God who begins that good work in our lives. 
• Note Acts 16.14 (about Lydia, one of the first converts in Philippi): “The Lord opened her heart…” 
• It’s God who will carry it on to completion. 

• There are some hard questions about this. 
• Sometimes people who seem to be genuine Christians fall away from faith. 
• How does that fit with this promise? 

• I don’t have a complete answer to that question. 
• But I am so thankful that my continuing in the faith does not simply rely on me; it relies on God! 

• This is not an excuse for you or me to be lazy or complacent about our Christian life. 
• But what great comfort to hear that our perseverance in the faith does not simply rely on us; it relies 

on God! 
 

Conclusion 
• I started by asking what’s the focus or purpose of your spiritual life. 

• This glimpse into Paul’s prayer life invites us to see Christian life in the present in the perspective 
of its great goal and end-point, the day of Christ. 

• Christian life in the present age is a bit like being engaged to be married. 
• The present is a precious time, an important time. 
• Christianity is not simply about pie in the sky when you die. 
• Yet Christian life in the present age does look very much to the better time that’s coming. 

• Here is an outlook for Christian living in the light of the coming day of Christ. 
• Here is a prayer for Christian living in the light of the coming day of Christ. 

 
_________________________ 

 


